
 

City Manager’s Weekly Update  
May 28, 2021 

 

Water  
This week the Public Policy Institute of California put out a short report on the affordability of water. 
They analyzed monthly drinking water costs for 385 urban water suppliers, which serve roughly 
92% of all Californians. You can read the briefing here. 
 
As you know, the issue of water affordability has been heavy on our hearts and minds at SCWD for 
some time. (In fact the PPIC brief features Santa Cruz’s affordability analysis.) I’ve compared it to 
seeing a train approaching: we can see a time coming when, because of the urgent need to 
reinvest in water infrastructure to ensure its safety and reliability, and the very high cost, we must 
charge so much for water that it simply becomes unaffordable for average citizens. Where there is 
both federal and state-level money available for infrastructure like roads and bridges, no such 
source of ongoing funding currently exists for water infrastructure.  
 
We’ve been talking to legislators about the coming train, and we’re not alone. As you’ll see in the 
PPIC brief, about a third of state residents pay over $80 per month for water and wastewater 
service. One of the challenges we face is that there is no single guideline for determining whether 
water bills are too high. Another daunting challenge is that per Prop 218, public water agencies are 
restricted in assisting low-income customers with water bills. 
 
Progress slowly continues on the Ocean Street Extension water main replacement project. We’ve 

installed just about 600 lineal feet of 8” pipe so far. The crew has faced alignment issues with the new 

pipe, as well as tough working conditions due to traffic and reduced work hours. Next week we’re 

hosting an open house for those neighbors, as well as neighbors of the treatment plant, to share 

detailed construction plans for the new concrete tanks we’re building. The tanks project is long and 

technically challenging, and we want to be as upfront and transparent about what neighbors can 

expect as we can. 

 
Tight working conditions on Ocean Street Extension 

 

https://www.ppic.org/publication/water-affordability/?utm_source=ppic&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=bulletin
https://www.cityofsantacruz.com/home/showpublisheddocument/83950/637553072866376248
https://www.cityofsantacruz.com/government/city-departments/water/projects-in-your-neighborhood/-fsiteid-1


 

Parks & Recreation  

Delaveaga hosts Masters Disc Golf Cup Pro 

The Delaveaga Disc Golf Course is ranked one of the 

top 10 in the world, and we are thrilled to host the 

Masters Disc Golf Cup Pro-Only PDGA National Tour.  

The course will be closed to the public Thursday-

Sunday, May 27-May 30th.  

Spectator spots are limited, and paid.  

More information can be found at 

santacruzmasterscup.com. 

 

 

Public Works  

Engineering 
We are scheduled to begin the 2021 Overlay Project on Tuesday, June 1, while the 2021 Surface Seal 
Project is already underway on Jewell Street. As both paving projects impact traffic, we apologize for 
any inconvenience this work may cause. Both Surface Seal and Overlay locations plus more project 
information available here. 
 

 
 
 

file://///vFShare/PK/_Public/Events and Classes/CM Weekly Update/santacruzmasterscup.com
file://///vFShare/PK/_Public/Events%20and%20Classes/CM%20Weekly%20Update/santacruzmasterscup.com
http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/Home/Components/News/News/9353/36


 

Public Works Week Selfie Winners 
Congrats to our 1st place Selfie winners below! Check out our other winners here. We thank all those 
who participated in this fun National Public Works Week tribute! 
 

   
 --Anna Davenport: Resource Recovery – “I love my Green bin!”    
--Griffin Isen: Wastewater System – 1 million feet of City sewer pipeline maintained beneath this 
manhole. --Matt Crosby: Traffic Engineering/Parking – ParkCards save money and stress at City meters. 
 

          
--Christina Alberti: Traffic Engineering – Rapid Flashing Beacons increase safety for anyone crossing the 
street.   --Maryna Sedoryk: Resource Recovery – Food Scraps Pilot Program drop-off bin. 

 

Economic Development 

Business Development  
 

Santa Cruz County Official in Yellow Tier & State Provides Update on June 15th 

Reopening Guidelines 

http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/StrongerTogether


 

  

Santa Cruz County remains in the Yellow Tier under the State's Blueprint for a Safer Economy. 

 

Under the Yellow Tier, bars may open indoors at 25 percent capacity, or 50 percent if customers show 

proof of a vaccination or negative test. Indoor music venues may increase to 50 percent capacity with 

proof of vaccination or negative test. Outdoor performance venues, including music, sporting events 

and theater, may increase to two-thirds capacity. Saunas and steam rooms may open at 50 percent 

capacity. Family entertainment centers (bowling alleys, arcades, etc) may increase to 50 percent, or 75 

percent with proof of vaccination or a negative test. Gyms may increase to 50 percent capacity, while 

amusement parks may increase to 35 percent. View the full list of operations allowed under the tiers 

here.  

DOWNTOWN POPS! Program Tenant Applications Available Now 

 

The City of Santa Cruz is pleased to release the request for proposals (RFP) for prospective tenants for 

the Downtown Pops! program. The RFP document can be found here. Please read the document fully 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Dimmer-Framework-September_2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Dimmer-Framework-September_2020.pdf
https://www.choosesantacruz.com/information-for-businesses-in-response-to-covid-19/downtown-pops-pilot-program


before beginning your application. If you need assistance preparing a business plan or financial 

projections please contact the Small Business Development Center: www.santacruzsbdc.org. 

The deadline to apply has been extended to June 4, 2021 at 4:00 PM. We will be hosting an 

information session with the Downtown Association on June 1 at 8:30am to answer questions about 

the RFP.  

                        Zoom Link             Zoom Meeting ID: 870 5540 4700            Passcode: 1234 
Please send any questions you may have in the meantime using the form at the bottom of the program 
website page and we will respond as soon as possible. View the RFP and Apply Here 
 

Housing Development & Preservation 

Celebrating the 350 Ocean Street Grand Opening 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Santa Cruz and Pacific West Communities, Inc. celebrated the grand opening of the 350 

Ocean Street 100% Affordable Apartments on Thursday, May 27th. 

Rental Applications are available now. For more information or to apply for a unit click here.  

For more information about the project click here.  

 

http://www.santacruzsbdc.org/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jEOl0xygqNMvYCjvftmwgnJYkVJ71-I4ZsqboeguOQrgog4SLKm6F271Jb3f-c-Fb8qyCIR6OtIlOxis-3dN14asQEIjSckAcD-HpvDGGNsJ_Utzu1fHXMMFeLbCFxornrovR8WYu22DpEamK4ed5jB1QCK9kF3-qzFvGx5-IoXxPKXiabU8hqiyG5QuqYIYkr_HMJozL0FjtvNKw6ulDskqhxmYj99X&c=4mG8HQpK9Vct8H8z4CyGzK5m5eZxtzwJbSthVCWNTucjdfUby6a9Kg==&ch=LOyNgJrHHS92nhyMarWsF0Uaak2KEbcimqE9XPZARANJKqdb-jPVlA==&jrc=1
https://www.choosesantacruz.com/information-for-businesses-in-response-to-covid-19/downtown-pops-pilot-program
https://www.oceanstreetsc.com/
http://www.oceanstreet.pwapt.com/


Habitat for Humanity ADU Program Available 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) provide a unique opportunity for assisting homeowners with needed 

income, and providing new affordable housing rental units. Habitat has two programs for building 

ADUs. Check out which one might be right for you or someone you know! 

1) Habitat ADU Program 

 For Santa Cruz and Monterey Counties 

 Aims to help low-income homeowners build an ADU on their property in order to stay in their 

home 

 An ADU is built or renovated, and rented to a low-income household, providing income to the 

homeowner 

2) My House My Home Program 

 For Santa Cruz City or County only 

 Aims to help low-income seniors (62+) keep their property and age in place 

 An ADU is built or renovated, and rented to a low-income household, providing income 

 Habitat can also provide some repairs to the main home to make it more accessible 

Learn more and apply online: www.habitatmontereybay.com/adu  

 

Arts & Culture  

West Lake Elementary School PTA Sponsored a New Graphic Traffic Signal Box 

               

The Westlake PTA worked within the City Arts Graphic Traffic Signal Box Program policies to sponsor a 

new painted signal box at the corner of High and Moore Streets.  The PTA raised the funds to honor a 

beloved school Crossing Guard, Richard Bartlett, who had passed away.  With support from the Arts 

Commission, the PTA issued a call for proposals from artists, seeking in particular a member of the 

Westlake parent and or teacher community.  Local artist and Westlake parent Michelle Taniguchi was 

selected, based on the wonderful concept she submitted of the life cycles of the Monarch butterfly.  

Working her way around the box, from caterpillar to chrysalis, to soaring butterfly, the vivid colors and 

pronounced lines make the beautiful work easily seen from the street.  On the side of the box nearest 

to “Richard Bartlett’s corner” is a tribute to the role of the crossing guard who safeguards our young 

students on their way to school.   

The project was implemented with community input and support.  It was significantly delayed by the 

COVID pandemic, but the entire community can share in the joy now of its completion.   

http://www.habitatmontereybay.com/adu

