City Manager’s Weekly Update
April 2, 2021

Parks & Recreation

Louden Nelson Community Center Opening for

Limited Reservations

BIG NEWS from LNCC! The Louden Nelson Community Center
will be opening for limited reservations beginning April 19!
The Auditorium, Multi-Purpose Room and Laurel Park will be
available for large group rentals and outdoor theater, while
classrooms will be ideal for small group or private bookings.
Staff will begin taking reservations over the phone starting
Monday, April 5. Call 831-420-6177 for more information.

Louden Nelson Community Center honored by CPRS

On March 23, during the annual statewide conference, the Louden
Nelson Community Center was honored by the California Parks and
Recreation Society (CPRS) with an Award of Excellence in Marketing
& Communications for the Halloween Horror Film Competition
marketing campaign. The campaign was launched in July of 2020
and included two promotional videos which paid homage to classic
horror films The Shining and Blair Witch Project.

LNCC was also recognized in February by CPRS for outstanding contributions in the community
for creating Innovative Programming During COVID-19 for both the Halloween Horrors Film
Competition and the Cookies, Cocoa and Connection event. Each program was a great success!
The film competition received registrations from 28 individual teams. The CCC event partnered
50 local seniors who participated in a variety of connection activities together over zoom in the
midst of the pandemic and often lonely and challenging holidays.
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Public Works

Traffic Engineering

On Tuesday, we were awarded two Highway Safety Improvement Program grants totaling $1.5
million. The funds are designated for two projects that will upgrade citywide traffic signals and
make pedestrian improvements at unsignalized intersections. These projects will begin in 2022
and are expected to be completed in 2023.

The two grant awards help advance the City’s Re-Envision Santa Cruz recovery plan by
improving infrastructure and helping financial recovery from a deficit that was exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

They add to more than $31 million in grants to improve multimodal transportation that the
Traffic Engineering division has achieved for the City of Santa Cruz since 2011. Read more.

Economic Development

Business Development
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY MOVES TO ORANGE TIER
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Santa Cruz County has moved to the Orange Tier this week! This move allows for increased
indoor capacity for many business types, and some businesses will be able to reopen that have
been closed under the previous tiers, including the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk and Outdoor
Live Events with restrictions. While this improvement is positive, we can’t let our guard down


http://www.cityofsantacruz.com/Home/Components/News/News/9273/36

now. All of the restrictions remain in place: please continue to wear a mask out in public,
maintain social distancing, and get vaccinated when you are eligible.

View the full list of what is allowed under each tier here. For more information about the
State’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy click here.

Arts & Culture Development
CARD PILOT GRANT PROGRAM SEEKING REVIEW PANELISTS

We are recruiting now for the participation of Artists, Arts Administrators, Business Leaders,
Property Owners & Managers, Civic Leaders, and City Staff to review applications. Will you
volunteer 10-12 hours in April?

Thursday, April 8: Community Review Panelist Orientation 10-11 a.m.

Arts Council staff will present the review criteria and train volunteers on the use of the scoring tool
in a virtual training session. The session will be recorded/repeated to accommodate volunteer
schedules.

Monday, April 12 — April 26: Panelists Review of Applications
Accessing the applications through an online portal, panelists will review between 5-6 applications.

Do you share Arts Commission Values?
e Public art and policy improve our community’s quality of life.
e Public art and policy engage diverse community members to represent the city’s
distinctive cultural identity.
e Public art contributes to a vibrant and energized arts community.

To volunteer email: cityarts@cityofsantacruz


https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/COVID-19/Dimmer-Framework-September_2020.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID19CountyMonitoringOverview.aspx

Racist Graffiti Being Investigated as a Hate Crime

This week a community member discovered racial slurs and hate-based graffiti on the sidewalk
near a building on the 200 block Swift Street. A police report was filed, and the graffiti was
immediately removed. This is the first report of graffiti depicting racist and offensive
terms/symbols in the City for 2021. Officers have been assigned and are actively investigating
the case.

SCPD and the City of Santa
Cruz stand against hate.

What constitutes a hate
crime? A hate crime is a
criminal offense, one

motivated by prejudice
toward an individual or
group based on race,
religion, ethnicity, gender,
gender identity, sexual
orientation, or disability.

We know that reporting hate crimes or incidents can be a complex action, especially for victims.
SCPD is committed to reviewing all reported hate crimes. Join SCPD and the Santa Cruz
Community in a collaborative mission to reject racism and intolerance within our town.

SCPD Responds to Critical Incident - Felony Crime with Firearm
Tuesday, March 30, 2021, at approximately 1:23 p.m.,
Santa Cruz Police Department Officers were dispatched
to a residence in the 200 block of Felix St. for a call of
domestic disturbance and battery. When officers
arrived on the scene, it was determined that the
suspect had brandished a semi-automatic handgun
during a physical altercation in which he pointed it at
the victim, threatening to kill him. The suspect was later
identified as 38-year-old Jesse James Higdon of Santa
Cruz County. The victim was a friend of the Felix Street
resident who was both able to escape without injury.

Officers and negotiators assigned to the SCPD
Emergency Services Unit also responded to assist with a
safe resolution. In an abundance of caution, neighboring
residents were ordered to shelter-in-place, surrounding
streets were closed, and school campuses were placed
on precautionary lockdown.

SCPD detectives discovered Higdon’s whereabouts were
elsewhere, at which time efforts were diverted in an
attempt to locate and apprehend Higdon.



At approximately 5:30 p.m., Jesse Higdon was spotted in the 100 block of Golf Club Drive. An
arrest team contacted Higdon and safely took him into custody. Higdon was booked into Santa
Cruz County Jail on charges of criminal threats, assault with a deadly weapon, false
imprisonment, and battery.

Homelessness Response

The City participated in a hearing on Tuesday regarding the temporary federal injunction
governing San Lorenzo Park. As a result of the hearing and the evidence supplied by the City
Attorney’s Office, Judge Van Keulen modified the temporary injunction along the following
lines:

e The City may choose to relocate campers to the Benchlands and develop a permit
process to manage the assignment of spaces until the injunction is lifted.

e The City may enforce a Code of Conduct for individuals who are issued a permit, and
failure to abide by the rules could result in revocation of their permit and a 60-day ban
from the park.

e Areas not marked for permit camping, including in the upper park and walkways, must
be kept clear from encampments, personal property and obstructions. Additionally,
such conditions can be deemed a public nuisance, and the City can conduct law
enforcement action to manage these nuisances.

City staff estimate that it will take 2-3 weeks to set up the Benchlands permit process and
spaces. The next status conference with Judge Van Keulen is set for April 27, 2021, at 9:30 a.m.



