
RESIDENTIAL MANDATORY MEASURES

30 2019 CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE

TABLE 4.504.1
ADHESIVE VOC LIMIT1, 2

Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds in Grams per Liter

1. If an adhesive is used to bond dissimilar substrates together, the adhesive
with the highest VOC content shall be allowed.

2. For additional information regarding methods to measure the VOC content
specified in this table, see South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule
1168.

TABLE 4.504.2 
SEALANT VOC LIMIT

Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds in Grams per Liter

TABLE 4.504.3
VOC CONTENT LIMITS FOR ARCHITECTURAL COATINGS2, 3

Grams of VOC per Liter of Coating,
Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds

1. Grams of VOC per liter of coating, including water and including exempt
compounds.

2. The specified limits remain in effect unless revised limits are listed in
subsequent columns in the table.

3. Values in this table are derived from those specified by the California Air
Resources Board, Architectural Coatings Suggested Control Measure,
February 1, 2008. More information is available from the Air Resources Board. 

ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATIONS  VOC LIMIT

Indoor carpet adhesives 50
Carpet pad adhesives 50
Outdoor carpet adhesives 150
Wood flooring adhesive 100
Rubber floor adhesives 60
Subfloor adhesives 50
Ceramic tile adhesives 65
VCT and asphalt tile adhesives 50
Drywall and panel adhesives 50
Cove base adhesives 50
Multipurpose construction adhesives 70
Structural glazing adhesives 100
Single-ply roof membrane adhesives 250
Other adhesives not specifically listed 50

SPECIALTY APPLICATIONS

PVC welding 510
CPVC welding 490
ABS welding 325
Plastic cement welding 250
Adhesive primer for plastic 550
Contact adhesive 80
Special purpose contact adhesive 250
Structural wood member adhesive 140
Top and trim adhesive 250

SUBSTRATE SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS

Metal to metal 30
Plastic foams 50
Porous material (except wood) 50
Wood 30
Fiberglass 80

SEALANTS  VOC LIMIT

Architectural 250

Marine deck 760

Nonmembrane roof 300

Roadway 250

Single-ply roof membrane 450

Other 420

SEALANT PRIMERS

Architectural 
  Nonporous
  Porous

250
775

Modified bituminous 500

Marine deck 760

Other 750

COATING CATEGORY VOC LIMIT

Flat coatings 50
Nonflat coatings 100
Nonflat-high gloss coatings 150

SPECIALTY COATINGS

Aluminum roof coatings 400
Basement specialty coatings 400
Bituminous roof coatings 50
Bituminous roof primers 350
Bond breakers 350
Concrete curing compounds 350
Concrete/masonry sealers 100
Driveway sealers 50
Dry fog coatings 150
Faux finishing coatings 350
Fire resistive coatings 350
Floor coatings 100
Form-release compounds 250
Graphic arts coatings (sign paints) 500
High temperature coatings 420
Industrial maintenance coatings 250
Low solids coatings1 120
Magnesite cement coatings 450
Mastic texture coatings 100
Metallic pigmented coatings 500
Multicolor coatings 250
Pretreatment wash primers 420
Primers, sealers, and undercoaters 100
Reactive penetrating sealers 350
Recycled coatings 250
Roof coatings 50
Rust preventative coatings 250

Shellacs
  Clear
  Opaque

730
550

Specialty primers, sealers and undercoaters 100
Stains 250
Stone consolidants 450
Swimming pool coatings 340
Traffic marking coatings 100
Tub and tile refinish coatings 420
Waterproofing membranes 250
Wood coatings 275
Wood preservatives 350
Zinc-rich primers 340
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4.504.3 Carpet systems. All carpet installed in the building
interior shall meet the testing and product requirements of
one of the following: 

1. Carpet and Rug Institute’s Green Label Plus Program.

2. California Department of Public Health, “Standard
Method for the Testing and Evaluation of Volatile
Organic Chemical Emissions from Indoor Sources
Using Environmental Chambers,” Version 1.1, Febru-
ary 2010 (also known as Specification 01350.)

3. NSF/ANSI 140 at the Gold level.

4. Scientific Certifications Systems Indoor Advantage™
Gold.

4.504.3.1 Carpet cushion. All carpet cushion installed in
the building interior shall meet the requirements of the
Carpet and Rug Institute’s Green Label program. 

4.504.3.2 Carpet adhesive. All carpet adhesive shall meet
the requirements of Table 4.504.1.

4.504.4 Resilient flooring systems. Where resilient flooring
is installed, at least 80 percent of floor area receiving resilient
flooring shall comply with one or more of the following:

1. Products compliant with the California Department of
Public Health, “Standard Method for the Testing and
Evaluation of Volatile Organic Chemical Emissions
from Indoor Sources Using Environmental Chambers,”
Version 1.1, February 2010 (also known as Specifica-
tion 01350), certified as a CHPS Low-Emitting Mate-
rial in the Collaborative for High Performance Schools
(CHPS) High Performance Products Database.

2. Products certified under UL GREENGUARD Gold
(formerly the Greenguard Children & Schools pro-
gram).

3. Certification under the Resilient Floor Covering Insti-
tute (RFCI) FloorScore program.

4. Meet the California Department of Public Health,
“Standard Method for the Testing and Evaluation of
Volatile Organic Chemical Emissions from Indoor
Sources Using Environmental Chambers,” Version 1.1,
February 2010 (also known as Specification 01350).

4.504.5 Composite wood products. Hardwood plywood,
particleboard and medium density fiberboard composite
wood products used on the interior or exterior of the building
shall meet the requirements for formaldehyde as specified in
ARB’s Air Toxics Control Measure for Composite Wood (17
CCR 93120 et seq.), by or before the dates specified in those
sections, as shown in Table 4.504.5.

4.504.5.1 Documentation. Verification of compliance
with this section shall be provided as requested by the
enforcing agency. Documentation shall include at least
one of the following:

1. Product certifications and specifications.

2. Chain of custody certifications.

3. Product labeled and invoiced as meeting the Com-
posite Wood Products regulation (see CCR, Title 17,
Section 93120, et seq.).

4. Exterior grade products marked as meeting the PS-1
or PS-2 standards of the Engineered Wood Associa-
tion, the Australian AS/NZS 2269, European 636
3S, and Canadian CSA O121, CSA O151, CSA
O153 and CSA O325 standards.

5. Other methods acceptable to the enforcing agency.

TABLE 4.504.5
FORMALDEHYDE LIMITS1

Maximum Formaldehyde Emissions in Parts per Million

1. Values in this table are derived from those specified by the California Air
Resources Board, Air Toxics Control Measure for Composite Wood as
tested in accordance with ASTM E1333. For additional information, see
California Code of Regulations, Title 17, Sections 93120 through 93120.12.

2. Thin medium density fiberboard has a maximum thickness of  5/16 inch (8 mm).

SECTION 4.505
INTERIOR MOISTURE CONTROL

4.505.1 General. Buildings shall meet or exceed the provi-
sions of the California Building Standards Code.

4.505.2 Concrete slab foundations. Concrete slab founda-
tions required to have a vapor retarder by the California
Building Code, Chapter 19 or concrete slab-on-ground floors
required to have a vapor retarder by the California Residen-
tial Code, Chapter 5, shall also comply with this section.

4.505.2.1 Capillary break. A capillary break shall be
installed in compliance with at least one of the following:

1. A 4-inch-thick (101.6 mm) base of 1/2 inch (12.7
mm) or larger clean aggregate shall be provided
with a vapor retarder in direct contact with concrete
and a concrete mix design, which will address bleed-
ing, shrinkage, and curling, shall be used. For addi-
tional information, see American Concrete Institute,
ACI 302.2R-06.

2. Other equivalent methods approved by the enforcing
agency.

3. A slab design specified by a licensed design profes-
sional.

4.505.3 Moisture content of building materials. Building
materials with visible signs of water damage shall not be
installed. Wall and floor framing shall not be enclosed when
the framing members exceed 19 percent moisture content.
Moisture content shall be verified in compliance with the fol-
lowing:

1. Moisture content shall be determined with either a
probe-type or contact-type moisture meter. Equivalent
moisture verification methods may be approved by the
enforcing agency and shall satisfy requirements found
in Section 101.8 of this code.

PRODUCT CURRENT LIMIT

Hardwood plywood veneer core 0.05

Hardwood plywood composite core 0.05

Particleboard 0.09

Medium density fiberboard 0.11

Thin medium density fiberboard2 0.13
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