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Page 1 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder): Hot el Pal onar

P1. Other identifier: None
*P2. Location: L1 Not for Publication [ Unrestricted

*a. County Santa Cruz County and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a location map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad Santa Cruz Date Revi sed 1994 T .11 S ;R.2 W ; Munt D ablo B.M.
c. Address: 1344 Paci fic Ave. City Santa Cruz Zip 95060
d. UTM:(give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S ; 586707 mE/ 4092437 mN

e.Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)
east side of Pacific Avenue between Cooper Street & Soquel Avenue. APN# 005-081-35

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements, include design, material, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Desi gned by prominent California architect WlliamH Weks, the historic Hotel Pal omar
building is a concrete-clad vertical-ribbed nonolith in Santa Cruz’s downtown that is a
qui ntessential exanple of |ate 1920s Anerican noderni sm Constructed between 1928 and 1930, it
is enmbellished with el aborate Art Deco-inspired el ements, including the busts of conquistadors
planted in the upper facade. The building sits atop what appears to be a continuous concrete
foundation and is crowned by a flat roof. The seven-story buil ding appears to be constructed
of solid brick with a snpboth stucco covering. The second through sixth stories feature
vertically articul ated recessed planes that are used to give the flat walls texture and to
enhance the Art Deco elenents. Vertical ribbing visually separate the building into five
di stinct bays.

(Conti nued on page 4, DPR523L)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) ~ HP5. Hot el / not el
*P4. Resources Present: X Building [ Structure [JObject [JSite [District [ Element of District [ Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b.Description of Photo:
(View, date, accession #)
Vi ew faci ng sout heast, 2009.

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:

X Historic []Prehistoric [] Both

1928-1930, news articles, 80
years ol d.

*P7. Owner and Address:

*P8. Recorded By: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

L. Dill/C Duval/K Oosterhouse

Archives & Architecture, LLC
PO Box 1332
San Jose, CA 95109

*P9. Date Recorded: 5/ 6/ 09
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)

o . I nt ensive
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".)
Santa Cruz Historic Building Survey - Vol. |Ill, Department of Planning and Conmmunity
Devel opnent, City of Santa Cruz, 2012.

*Attachments:

[ None X Continuation Sheet [ District Record [ Rock Art Record [ other (List):
X Location Map [ Building, Structure, and Object Record [ Linear Feature Record [] Artifact Record

[ Sketch Map [ Archaeological Record [ Milling Station Record  [] Photograph Record

DPR 523A (1/95) * Required Information



State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Primary #
HRI #

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 2 of 5 *NRHP/CRHR Status Code ~ 2S2
Resource Name (Assigned by recorder) Hot el Pal omar
B1. Historic Name: Hotel Balich
B2. Common Name: 1344 Pacific Ave. - Pal omar Hot el
B3. Original Use: Hot el B4. Present Use: Hot el
*B5. Architectural Style: ~ Art Deco
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
Constructed 1928-1930. Cocktail |ounge and patio added in 1935. Additional cocktail |ounge

added in 1940.
*B7. Moved? XINo [JYes [JUnknown Date:

*B8. Related Features:
None.

n/a

B9a. Architect: WIliam H Weks

*B10. Significance: Theme Resort and Recreation

Period of Significance: 1930

Property Type: Conmer ci al

Original Location: n/a

b. Builder:
Area: Downt own
Applicable Criteria: A(1), C(3)

Unknown

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

The ground was broken for the Hotel

Bal i ch who was one of the original
and operated it until his death. By 1930,

In 1935, architect Sanuel
$8, 000.
mai ntai ns the original Weks design.

(Conti nued on page 5, DPR523L)

Bal i ch on Decenber 6,
in 1930. The building was desi gned by well-known Bay Area architect,

Hei man desi gned a new cocktail
In 1940, architects Hertzke & Know es desi gned anot her cocktail
nodi fications were nade to the rear of the building, however,

1928 and constructi on was conpl et ed

WIlliamH Weks. Andy
devel opers of the hotel who took over managenent in 1933,
t he name had been changed to the Hotel Pal omar.

| ounge and patio, which was val ued at
| ounge. Subsequent
the interior of the structure

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes) None
*B12. References: (Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
Chase, J., Research Files, Palomar Hotel, Pacific Ave.
Chase, J., Sidewal k Conpanion to Santa Cruz
Architecture, rev2005.
Lehman, S., Context Statenent, Cty of Santa Cruz, 2000.
Lewis, Betty, W H Weeks, Architect, 1985.
Sanborn Fire |nsurance Maps, 1886-1950.
Santa Cruz Sentinel, New Cocktail Lounge, 4/26/1940.
B13. Remarks: None
*B14. Evaluator: Leslie Dill
*Date of Evaluation: May 6, 2009
(This space reserved for official comments.)
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State of California - The Resources Agency

Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION ?F_*' " |
rinomial
LOCATION MAP

Page 3 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Hot el

Pal omar
* Map Name: Santa Cruz, Calif.

*Scale: n. t.s. * Date of Map: 1954 (revised 1994)

DPR 523J (1/95)

*Required Information



State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #

HRI #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Trinomial
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Page 4 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Hotel Pal onar
*Recorded By L. Dill/C Duval /K. Qosterhouse *Date 5/ 6/ 2009 X continuation [] Update

(Continued from page 1, DPR523a, P3a Descri ption)

Al'l the windows are three-over-three doubl e-hung wi ndows with wooden dog-eared sashes, except
for those on the second | evel. The second | evel windows are arched at the top and are one-over-
one doubl e- hung wi ndows wi th wood, dog-eared sashes. Upon observation, its overall massing
appears intact and virtually unaltered.

A recessed | obby provides entrance to the Hotel Pal onar. The recessed entrance to the | obby of
the building is |located beneath a | arge square awning el aborately decorated with gold details

and di splaying the name “Palomar Inn” in gold letters. Recessed beneath the awning lies the

mai n entrance, conprised of two wood and gl ass doors with transom fl anked by two single pane

gl ass wi ndows with transom The renai nder of the street level facade is storefront conprised of
gl ass di spl ay wi ndows.

A thick band of concrete block, approximately four rows with a | edge, separates the street

| evel fromthe second story. Fenestration on the second story consists of a band of arched

Wi ndows set against a snooth flat wall. A prominent |edge separates this second floor fromthe
third. The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth stories are identical in fenestration and
decoration. A few of the windows are topped by turquoise, terracotta, and dem -relief

scul ptures. The npst el aborate details are found above the wi ndows on the seventh floor. Each
wi ndow i s topped by the chevron geonetric notif that in turn is topped by another demi-relief
scul pture. Located beneath the roof |ine are several, identical, large, high relief sculptures
whi ch include two, square, jade-colored terracotta tiles, and other details trinmmed in gold,
whi ch are flanked by busts of what appear to be a Spanish Conqui stadores. Fenestration on the
front is mimnmcked on the north and south el evati ons.

In 1935, architect Samuel Hei man designed a cocktail |ounge and patio, and in 1940, Hertzke &
Knowl es desi gned anot her. According to John Chase, author of the Sidewal k Conpani on to Santa

Cruz Architecture, “the main dining roomhas a ribbed barrel-vault ceiling stenciled in dark

reds, greens, and browns, tiled bal conies, and a massive chimmey. Notable also is the Spanish
roomw th its nassive oversized ceiling beamwork.”

(Continued from page 2, DPR523b, B10 Significance)

W lliam Weeks is primarily known for his prolific | egacy of California school designs, and is
recogni zed for his proficiency in the Spanish Eclectic and Art Deco styles. H's work is found
t hr oughout California, including the greater Santa Cruz area, as his original California
practice was founded in nearby Watsonville.

The buil ding was a contributor to the Downtown/ Pacific Avenue Commercial District until the
District was delisted in 1991. The property, however, was determined to be individually
eligible for the National Register by the Keeper in 1988.

The property was automatically found eligible for the California Register of Historical
Resources under Criterion (1) and (3) due to its National Register eligibility. The buil ding

i ndividually reflects inportant patterns of devel opment of Santa Cruz's downtown during the

I nterwar years and the property appears eligible for the California Register under Criterion
(1). The early persons associated with the hotel are not well known and the hotel does not
appear to be eligible under Criterion (2). The architect of this building is WIIliam Weks, a
significant California architect, and this building is one of his nore distinctive designs. The
property appears eligible under Criterion (3).

(Conti nued on next page)

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information
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(Conti nued from | ast page)

When considered for listing within the Historic Building Survey of the Gty of Santa Cruz, the
property neets the following criteria:

1. The building is a significant exanple of the built environment heritage of the City as a
representative of early twentieth century devel opnent of the comunity; and

4. The building is associated with an architect, whose work has influenced the devel opnent of
the City of Santa Cruz and State of California; and

5. The buil di ng possesses special aesthetic nerit and value due to its quality of architecture,
retaining sufficient features that show its architectural significance; and

6. The buil ding possesses distinctive stylistic characteristics of the Art Deco style; and

7. The building retains sufficient integrity to accurately convey its significance.

Integrity

The property maintains nost of its apparent historical integrity as per the National Register's
seven aspects of integrity. The building maintains its original |ocation on Pacific Avenue in
downt own Santa Cruz, and the property remains surrounded by much, but not all, of its apparent
hi storic setting, including sonme surrounding buildings of simlar age, scale and design and
newer parcels with sinmlar comrercial setbacks, parking, and streetscape. The WIIiam Weks
buil ding retains its 1930s commercial scale and feeling and continues, through its geonetri cal
form massing and detailing, to retain its integrity with Art Deco design and wor kmanshi p.

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information





