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Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder): Br uce- Pai t House

P1. Other identifier: None
*P2. Location: L1 Not for Publication [ Unrestricted

*a. County Santa Cruz County and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a location map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad Santa Cruz Date Revi sed 1994 T .11 S ;R.2 W ; Munt D ablo B.M.
c. Address: 111 Mbtt Ave. City Santa Cruz Zip 95060
d. UTM:(give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S ; 588234 mE/ 4091450 mN
e.Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

west side of Mdtt Avenue between Brook Avenue and Forbes Street. APN# 010-283-04

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements, include design, material, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)
Al 'though altered by replacenment siding, many el enents and details of this vernacul ar Nati onal
styl e house at 111 Mttt Ave. indicate that it was built sonmetine in the 1890s. The one-and-
one-hal f-story house is constructed in a roughly symetrical design and has a steeply pitched
gable roof with a full-width front porch. The house features narrow 2/2 doubl e- hung w ndows
with slender muntins and a distinctive angled, tripartite window at the corner, simlar to a
bay w ndow, which offered a view to Seabright Beach at the end of Mdtt Avenue. This house was
constructed as a sumer home, and sits within a nei ghborhood of similar scal ed beach houses
that has devel oped over an extended period of tinme, containing both old and new buil di ngs of
simlar proportions. The single car garage that was previously associated with the property
was denolished in 1971. Recent alterations to the building include a new foundation, a
renodel ed interior, repairs to the front and back porches, and repl acement of the exterior
wal | cl addi na in 1992.

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2. Single fanmily property
*P4. Resources Present: X Building [ Structure [JObject [JSite [District [ Element of District [ Other (Isolates, etc.)

P5b.Description of Photo:
(View, date, accession #)
Vi ew facing west, 2009.

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:

[ Historic []Prehistoric [] Both

ca. 1894, visual, about 116
years ol d.

*P7. Owner and Address:

*P8. Recorded By: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

F. Maggi/L. Dill/J. Kusz

Archives & Architecture, LLC
PO Box 1332
San Jose, CA 95109

*P9. Date Recorded: 1/9/ 13
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)

o . I ntensi ve
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".)

Santa Cruz Historic Building Survey - Vol. |Ill, Department of Planning and Conmmunity
Devel opnent, City of Santa Cruz, 2012.

*Attachments:

[ None X Continuation Sheet [ District Record [ Rock Art Record [ other (List):
X Location Map [ Building, Structure, and Object Record [ Linear Feature Record [] Artifact Record

[ Sketch Map [ Archaeological Record [ Milling Station Record  [] Photograph Record

DPR 523A (1/95) * Required Information



State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 2 of 4 *NRHP/CRHR Status Code ~ 5S3
Resource Name (Assigned by recorder) Bruce- Pait House

B1. Historic Name: None
B2. Common Name: 111 Mtt St.

B3. Original Use: Single fanmly residenti al B4. Present Use: Single fanm |y residenti al
*B5. Architectural Style: Nat i onal
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

Constructed ca. 1894. Alterations to property including new foundation, replacenment of front
and back porches, replace roof (SC BP #92-669, Cctober 1, 1992).

*B7. Moved? INo [JYes [JUnknown Date: n/a Original Location: n/ a

*B8. Related Features:
None. Single car garage was denolished (SC BP #18135, Septenber 28, 1971).

B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: Unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme Resort and Recreation Area: Seabri ght
Period of Significance: 1890s Property Type: Resi denti al Applicable Criteria: None

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

The house at 111 Mdtt St. was constructed as a summer hone for Starr Manfield Bruce and her
husband, Governor Mrris Bruce who resided on Stockton Avenue in San Jose. The Bruce famly
purchased the ot fromMary F. Thorndi ke in 1894. Thorndi ke purchased the | ot from Foster Mott
in 1887. The beachfront community of Seabright, east of the early city limts of Santa Cruz,
was first established in the nmd-to-late 1880s with the creation of three residential

subdi vi si ons adjacent to the beach between the San Lorenzo River and Wods Lagoon (now the
Santa Cruz Snmall Craft Harbor). Naned after Sea Bright, New Jersey, by native New Yorker Foster
Mott (a Sacramento farmer who was the first to subdivide property in this area), it quickly
grewinto a resort community reached by a new railroad station that first served the area in
1876. Mott Street is nanmed for Foster Mtt. By the 1920s, when the subdivisions had been built
out, Seabright had been annexed into the Gty of Santa Cruz (in 1905) and a commercial strip
had grown al ong Seabright Avenue. This devel opnent served both summer visitors as well as a
(Conti nued on page 4, DPR523L)

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes) None

*B12. References: (Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

City of Santa Cruz building permts.

Cty of Santa Cruz Standard Map, 1929.

Cordes, Barbara Pait. Personal conmunication. 12/13/12
Lehmann, Susan. Hi storic Context Statenent for City of Santa
Cruz. 2000. Polk. R L., Santa Cruz City Directory. 1892,
1902, 1916-1989.

Sanborn Fire | nsurance Maps, 1886-1950.

U. S. Federal Census, 1880, 1900-1930.

B13. Remarks: None

*B14. Evaluator: Leslie Dill
*Date of Evaluation: January 9, 2013

(This space reserved for official comments.)
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State of California - The Resources Agency

Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION ?F_*' " |
rinomial
LOCATION MAP

Page 3 of 4 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Bruce-Pait House

* Map Name: Santa Cruz, Calif.

*Scale: n. t.s. * Date of Map: 1954 (revised 1994)

DPR 523J (1/95)
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State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Trinomial
CONTINUATION SHEET
Page 4 of 4 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Bruce-Pait House
*Recorded By F. Maggi/L. Dill/J. Kusz *Date 1/9/2013 X continuation [] Update

(Continued from page 2, DPR523b, B10)

nore pernmanent popul ation that had settled in later residential subdivisions to the north of
the railroad tracks.

The Bruce famly noved fromlllinois to the San Jose area by the 1880s. Noted as a 'capitalist’
in the 1880s census, earlier census data describes Bruce as a dry goods nerchant. |Information
fromextended fam |y nmenbers indicate that he was a G vil War veteran. The house was then owned
purchase by Mary and George Pait. George and Mary Pait |ived on Cypress Street with their son,
Charl es. George Pait was a carpenter. Wen he died in 1930, Mary continued to |ive on Cypress
Street with Charles. Charles was a general building carpenter and was narried to Virginia
Curtner Pait. |In 1987 the house was quit claimed to their daughter, Barbara Pait Cordes, who
is the current owner. A single-car garage was denolished in 1971. In the 1990s, Barbara Pait
Cordes installed a new foundation, renodel ed and repaired the interior and apparently replaced
the exterior wall cladding.

S| GNI FI CANCE

The property was not found eligible for the California Register of Historical Resources. The
building is not individually significant to the devel opnment of the Seabright nei ghborhood, and
t hus woul d not appear to be eligible under Criterion (1). The early persons associated with the
bui | ding are not individually significant and as such, the property would not appear to be
eligible for the California Register under Criterion (2). The specific architect of the

bui | di ng has not yet been identified, and it was not found eligible for listing under Criterion
(3), as the building, although a very good representative of beach house architecture in the
Nati onal style, is not individually distinctive as a representative of the |late nineteenth
century.

When considered for listing within the H storic Building Survey of the City of Santa Cruz
however, the property neets the following criteria:

1. The building is a significant exanple of the built environment heritage of the City as a
representative of a ca. 1894 building constructed to serve Santa Cruz's energi ng popul ation
during the later part of the nineteenth century; and

5. The buil di ng possesses special aesthetic merit and value due to its quality of National
style architecture, retaining sufficient features that show its architectural significance; and
7. The building retains sufficient integrity to accurately convey its significance.

Integrity

The property maintains nost of its apparent historical integrity as per the National Register's
seven aspects of integrity. It maintains its original |location on Mott Avenue, in the Seabright
nei ghbor hood of Santa Cruz; it is still surrounded by much, but not all of its apparent

hi storic setting, including surroundi ng houses of similar age, scale and design and parcels
with simlar setbacks, parking, and streetscape. It retains its residential scale and feeling
and continues, through its form massing and detailing, to illustrate its associations with
patterns of residential design and developnent in the |ate nineteenth century. The cottage has
been altered with new siding, but retains nuch of its integrity with the National style,
including its steep roof, |ow eaves, 2/2 w ndows, projecting porch design, and corner bay

wi ndow. Because of the alterations, it is difficult to evaluate the original materials and

wor kmanshi p for historical integrity froma sidewal k-type survey.

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information





